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	Overriding Principle:
In the interest of fairness, transparency and integrity, the ‘Call for Proposals’ (CFP) is recommended as the most appropriate solicitation method for announcing available grant support under the competitive selection method.
Objective:
The public distribution or advertising of the CFP should be tailored to best facilitate the project’s objective, and ideally result in the receipt of at least three (3) proposals.



Primary project/program title:
	Program title: Small grants program in support of Civil Society Organizations in Sri Lanka

The UN is committed to supporting Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) in Sri Lanka to continue and strengthen their vital role as community interlocutors. Since 2020, within the context of a global pandemic and an increasingly politically-charged environment, CSOs face numerous challenges in carrying out their functions in supporting communities and upholding their rights.  Challenges are also faced, as a result, in supporting the UN’s human rights mechanisms and advocacy platforms, and thereby more broadly contributing toward protecting the country’s civil and rights space.  

Further, it is also noted that a number of initiatives undertaken by CSOs over the last few years in the area of reconciliation  have produced significant positive impacts and therefore warrant continued support. 

The UN will thus roll out a small grants program, designed to support selected CSOs, to assist in the process of stabilizing and protecting CSOs and supporting them to continue their vital work on the ground. It will do so through the UN’s Joint Program for Peace, which identifies and highlights the important partnership between the UN and CSOs in the areas of peacebuilding, human rights and community support and empowerment.  

As such, the program will seek to strengthen and sustain ongoing CSOs work in the following areas 

· Engagement with and empowering communities to be able to access their rights
· Psychosocial interventions for victims 
· Citizen awareness and engagement on human rights and peacebuilding 
· Access to justice and legal empowerment for marginalized groups 
· Awareness raising on specific rights issues e.g. Right to Information, reparations etc. 
· Engage in and provide support toward conflict prevention 





and/or UNOPS reference number (if applicable): 
	 JPP/2021/OHCHR_UNOPS/CSO001 - 
Project 222544-001



	1. General instructions for proposal submission
	
	

	How to submit?
Use the Grant Application templates (CFP Annex 002 and 003) to assist the submission of a more detailed application.

	When to submit? 
Deadline: 30th August  2021

	Where to submit? 
Sri Lanka Small Grants for Civil Society Programme : SLCivilSociety@unops.org 



	2. Eligibility criteria as per project agreement
	
	

	Limitations: 
· Only organizations duly registered under the relevant laws of the country (including under the Company Act) can serve as primary fund recipient. However, such an entity can work with unregistered bodies/entities to carry out particular functions. Accountability will remain that of the primary funding recipient. 
· Proposal should not have a budget exceeding 10,000 USD
· Each applying organisation can submit only up to 2 different applications.

	Minimum requirements/qualifications:  
· The organization and its collaborators would have sufficient and demonstrable experience working on rights-based issues at the grassroots.  
· The organization should have a sound financial record and systems in place to ensure transparency and accountability in its dealings
· The organization should share the core values of the UN:  Integrity, Professionalism and Respect for Diversity
· The project should ensure inbuilt mechanisms for do- no- harm, and staff and community protection and wellbeing. 

	Other critical considerations: 
· Organisations are encouraged to enter into partnerships with other organizations across the country to strengthen networking and ensure diversity and cross fertilization of ideas and initiatives.    
· Past performance will be strongly considered when selecting the most suitable proposals; previous engagement with OHCHR would be considered an asset in this regard.  



	3. Description of scope of work  
	
	

	Overall sector: 
· Peacebuilding
· Conflict Prevention 
· Human Rights 
· Community Engagement 

	Specific activities to be funded: 
The program will not seek to specify the types of activities that CSOs choose to carry out as long they fall within the broad substantive areas listed above. CSOs are therefore free to propose activities under these substantive areas, preferably as a means to augment ongoing activities or those initiated through previous collaborations with the UN. 

Notwithstanding, the evaluation process will take into account how strongly the proposed activities contribute towards the outcomes specified in the respective project proposal and whether these outcomes in turn support the strengthening of the civic and rights space in Sri Lanka. 



	4. Evaluation process
	
	

	In line with UNOPS evaluation principles of fairness, transparency and integrity, an independent Grant Evaluation and Selection Committee will be responsible for the review of proposals and the Grantee selection. The review is based on the criteria outlined in the ‘Call for Proposals’ (CFP) and includes an assessment of the grant proposal’s formal, technical and financial aspects. The review should usually include at least two (2) ‘substantially compliant’ proposals and result in the selection of the lowest priced, substantially compliant proposal. Any non-compliant proposal may automatically be eliminated from the evaluation process.  




	5. UNOPS Grant Support Agreement 
	
	

	The UNOPS Standard Grant Support Agreement (GSA) containing UNOPS General Conditions for Grant Support Agreements (Annex D of the UNOPS Grant Support Agreement template) is herewith attached  The GSA constitutes an integral part of this CFP as it is mandatory to accept this agreement with its conditions before submitting a proposal.  



	6. Interest / Grantee Application template
	
	

	If your organisation is interested in submitting a grant proposal in response to this CFP, please kindly complete the Grantee Application template



	
My organization _____________ is hereby formally interested in the advertised grant program/component and will submit a proposal within the established timeframe.

	Authorized signature:
	


	Title:	
	

	Date:	
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